




Schoenherr book Chapter 4:
"Celery and horses are a strange combination for prosperity" noted the newspaper during the 
depression that crippled the economy elsewhere. Chula Vista benefited from the winter racing season 
in Tijuana. "Already horses are beginning to arrive from all parts of the country together with their 
retinues of trainers, grooms, jockeys and backers.  A goodly majority of these men with their families 
reside in Chula Vista during the season. They rent local homes, buy local groceries, household needs 
and clothing. This payroll amounts to an appreciable sum.  Everything augers well for this activity this 
season."  A number of jockeys stayed at the Arvilla Court built in 1930 on Del Mar Avenue by Charles 
McKendry. Horses were bred and boarded on local ranches in Bonita and south of Otay. James 
Crofton was one of the "Border Barons" who built the racetrack in Tijuana, owned a thoroughbred 
ranch near Palm City.  Shirley Temple rode horses on the Howard Ranch in the Tijuana Valley where 
Sea Biscuit trained and where Roy Rogers bought Trigger. (12 Horse racing quote from Chula Vista 
Star, Nov. 11, 1932. "Arvilla Court," Webster, Historic Resources Inventory, 1985. Howard ranch from 
Van Wormer,  "A Land Use History of the Tia Juana River Valley," 2005. Charles S. Howard's main 
ranch was at Willits in Mendocino County.)

4-07  The Arvilla Court at 329-331 Del Mar Avenue, with 3 units on each side and a duplex unit at the end, was popular with 
jockeys in Chula Vistaʼs horse racing era.
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