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THE BATTLE

Water Company Official “Doubts” City Alone
Could Acquire System

National City News, June 19, 1953

Two years after the formation of SBID, talk of public
ownership resurfaced. The increase in domestic water users
(from 45% of all users in 1940 to 60% in 1954) focused attention
on the safety of the water. Consumers had begun complaining
about dirty water. This, together with talk of a fourth water rate
increase since 1948 and a California Water and Telephone
Company dispute with National City over transmission mains
in its industrial area, prompted the city to hire a consulting
firm—Ultility Service Company of Palo Alto, headed by J.H.
Jamison. According to a January 22, 1953, article in the Chula
Vista Star News, the company was hired so National City could
“obtain our own answers [to questions about water] in place of
sitting idly by and accepting statements relayed to us by the
water company.”

The "answers” turned out to be a resolution passed by the
city council of National City on June 2, 1953, to hold an $11
million water revenue bond election to buy out the water
company.

A campaign flyer of the opposition to the bond election
portrayed the consulting firm’s owner, Jamison, as a “fast talker
who sold the city a bill of goods.” Receiving a $750 advance and
an $8,500 retaining fee, with a promise of $41,250 when the
bond issue sold, Jamison appeared to be the person who would
profit the most from the election.

A committee calling itself the Citizens’ Better Water
Association, chaired by Mayor “Ace” Carrigan, looked for
supporters who believed the success of the bond election could
bring a filter plant for better water at no increased expense to
the water consumer. The idea, according to the Better Water
Association, was to finance the estimated $11 million purchase
price and the cost of building a filter plant for National City out
of the $1,069,359 annual revenue from water sales. The promise
sounded good, but the election was lost by a vote of 2,535 to
1,233.

Working as an entity separate from the South Bay Irrigation
District, National City had trouble explaining to the voters’
satisfaction how the legal and technical problems of splitting the
water distribution system between the two areas could be
solved. The water company remained in the hands of California
Water and Telephone, which took the hint and began plans for
building a filter plant—a move that would save the water
company from a second attempt at public ownership seven
years later.

That attempt, in 1960, resulted in a second bond issue that
had its beginnings in a 1956 feasibility study, conducted by the
firm of Leeds, Hill and Jewett, which concluded that “the sale of
[the] Sweetwater System to a public agency ... would be in the
best interests of all concerned.” A 1960 update of that study
recommended the acquisition of the system exclusive of
Loveland Dam and surrounding lands because Loveland’s
purchase price would place a "heavy burden on the consumers

of water”—a cost many times greater than the purchase of water
from the San Diego County Water Authority.

Continued on page 17
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BETTER WATER AT NO INCREASED COST!

Sounds tog good to be true, doesn’t it? But it is true!

idents of MNational City for the first time in ﬂ}l M-?ayy of |l|.’ city have
the o:::nﬁ:s;':o ;er better water — water that is free of impurities and disogreeable
odors — at no additional cost to either the taxpayers or water users.

tes paid by users in the Sweetwater District (Notional City, Chula
Vin-";::::\ ‘I?::rl::guli:: District) produce Sl,0§9,357 annually. This sum is suf- b
ﬁ:i:n‘: to finance an $11,000,000 Revenue Bond issue for the purchose of :he water
system, now owned by Celifornia Water and Telep C y of San F
and build a filter plant.

jonal City can pay all operating costs out of water revenue and still have a cash
;umh::“c‘::: ye‘n'vv in e:::n of $100,000.00 ofter bond payments are made.

NO INCREASE IN WATER RATES WILL BE NEGESSARY.

ill not be saddled with additional taxes because Revenue Bonds
CANL'STNCE?.{TL;I B'E' PAID OUT OF TAXES they must be paid out of water

revenue.
This is a self-liquidating project me State low.

With the filter plant in operation ~ger be a necessity and

a drein on the family purse.
Let us join the other 197 progressive Cao. ir water systems.

If you will be out of town on July 14, be surd ballot from

the City Clerk.

Vate “Yes

hout
)

For Bette- MW/ --
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GILb.
39

DBanic Ncece
Ruzsell Neece

C. R, Nercise
Jomes O

Rev. Floyd Pittmen

“\1 “‘-

id O,
nael) ?a‘ A 1D

VOTERS

DID YOU EVER GET SOMETHING FOR NOTHING!
WHO IS UTILITIES SERVICE COMPANY!
HOW MUCH ARE THEY BEING PAID!

IS THE TAXPAYERS' MONEY BEING USED TO PROMOTE THE
§11,000,000 BOND ISSUE:-

COMMITTEE FOR TRUTH AT2UT WATER AND COOPERATION WITH OUR NEIGHBORS

Batmey Jmirn Chacter Amderren Varmer § Mawhine B P Guy

B E gty Warms St CRae—. Gavge Suman
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HEADQUARTERS — 1814 MIGHLAND AVENUE — TELEPHONE G.7.1112




LINES ARE DRAWN

NATIONAL CITY WATER BONDS BEATEN
TWO TO ONE

Chula Vista Star News, November 10, 1960

Vote YES for WATER Revenve Bond=

“Let’s eliminate the profit minded middle man

10
GOOD

ond keep our rotes down."”

Vote YES = REASONS

There are BIG reasons why National City should VOTE YES to own its own water department with

Revenve Bonds

1 City ownership meens local control over water rates--no padding of expenses
o keep rates up like Lovelond Dam--it"s your only chonce to breck the trend
of high rates. The City Council is proud that it has reduced your tox rate
28 cents in six years

WA ore
gﬁoum A

NO

N THE

P) cﬂ’g
VIARA QUM D
£R BON.
W EASURE

2 REVENUE BONDS mean no toxes con be levied -- no deficit financing -
bends ore paid by woter revenues only

w

Profits con be kept in National City 1o improve the system -- to retire bonds
early — or to reduce rates

4 We con deliver our own Colorado River Water directly without control and
profit by absentee cwners.

5. We do not need the private fishing pond (Sweetwater Lake)

Few independent professional consulting firms have certified that National City
con profitably own ond cpercte its own Water Deportment --- L eeds. Hill ond Jewett
Engineering), Stone ond Youngberg (Finoncing), O'Melveny and Myers Legal), and
Koebig and Koebig (Engineering)

Sy PR e T Continued from page 16
READ "’HE The Leeds, Hill and Jewett study envisioned National City

and the South Bay Irrigation District as co-purchasers of a
complete system, including the Sweetwater Reservoir. But
somewhere along the way National City’s leaders determined
that National City would go it alone and forget about buying
the Sweetwater Reservoir. They went to their voters with a
campaign for a municipal water department that they said
would be able to lower water rates by relying exclusively on
Colorado River water piped directly to National City
(bypassing the Sweetwater Reservoir). The proposal was
backed by National City Mayor Thelma Hollingsworth and was
l NS I DE supported by an October 1960 report from the consulting firm
3o of Koebig and Koebig contending “that municipal operation
would result in lower over-all costs.”
lEA R N w H v YO u Hollingsworth and the city council got the proposal on the
ballot but couldn’t win the election.
SH 0 U l D National City’s solitary stance was a factor during the election
campaign in the water company’s favor. The water company’s
trump card, according to Al Poulter, was the filtration plant
already under construction by spring 1960. "Protect Your
Family’s Health” was the company’s slogan, implying that,
because the filtration plant would not be accessible to National
City, that city’s water quality would be in jeopardy.

A statement made seven years earlier, in 1953, by a member of
the opposition’s “Truth About Water” committee still held
ON. NATIONAL CITY true. After the bond failure that year, he had said in a Star News
interview on July 16, “One question was answered. We cannot

P R o P " N " go forward in any kind of program in which all the people are
. not in accord.” J
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QUALITY CONTROL

In 1960, the nearly completed filtration plant promised to fill
the pressing need for clean water. It had been a long time
coming. According to Henry Meyers, the Sanitary Engineer for
California Water and Telephone Company, “in the early days
the local economy was based on cheap citrus irrigation. The idea
for a filter plant was fought by the major users because they
would have to bear the largest portion of the cost.” But by 1960
the major users were no longer farmers but homeowners, who
were concerned that the water pumped into their homes be
clean and safe.

In April 1961, the consumers’ concerns were eased. The $1.5
million Sweetwater Filtration Plant was completed. Built next
to the Sweetwater Dam, the plant was dedicated on September
7, 1961. Its water came from two sources—the aqueduct and
local runoff impounded from the Sweetwater River. The 25
million gallons of water that could be filtered each day met the
current needs of the growing population of the South Bay.

The completion of the filtration plant stopped, for a time, the
drive for public ownership. The water company’s backers were
relieved and happy. Evan R. Peters, vice-president of public
relations firm Russell Pierce and Company, wrote to DeWitt
Higgs, water company lawyer, “"Congratulations on the re-
slaying of the multi-lived dragon. Let us hope that this one will
stick for at least another seven years.”

It stuck for exactly seven years. In the eighth year the dragon
reappeared and touched off a battle that climaxed in a third,
and finally successful, bid for public ownership.

Dedication “Proghram

11 AM., THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1961

Dr. Everett Sorensen
Pastor. Chula Vista Community Church

Invocation

Master of Ceremonies
A. F. Poulter
Manager, San Diego Bay Division

Introductions

California Water & Telephone Company
Dr. J. B. Askew

Director of Public Health,

San Diego City and County

Remarks

Dedication Address Mr. Peter A. Nenzel, Vice President and
General Manager
California Water & Telephone Company

Chester H. Loveland, President
California Water & Telephone Company

12 Noon till 3 P.M.
12:30 P.M. ull 2 P.M.

Ribbon Cutting

Open House

Luncheon
LUNCHEON COURTESY FRED J. EARLY, JR. CO. INC.

Sweetwater Filtration Plant Dedication

THE DRAGON THAT WOULD NOT DIE

While the public ownership drive was slowing down, private
ownership of the water company was changing. In 1964
California Water and Telephone was acquired by General
Telephone and Electronics Company. Two years later a
Delaware company, American Water Works Service Company
Inc., “the largest investor-owned system of its kind in the
country,” bought the water company, along with several other
systems, for $41 million (the cost for the Sweetwater system was
$14.9 million). Operating as a subsidiary of American Water
Works, the local water company was now called California
American Water Company.

It was not long before rumor of water rate increases, in spite of
General Manager Al Poulter’s assurances otherwise, caused the
dragon of public ownership to again raise its fiery head.

But this time a new player joined the game. The threat of
another water rate increase, along with the lack of maintenance
of the company’s system, convinced the South Bay Irrigation
District that now was the time to act. On May 10, 1968, SBID
filed suit of eminent domain to acquire the Sweetwater system
of the California American Water Company. National City was
finally ready to abandon it’s, go-it-alone stance and, on
January 28, 1969, joined the suit. A lengthy trial commenced in
November of 1971. It was not settled until May of 1977.




The main dispute was over determining justcompensationto  battle for public ownership.
California American Water Company for the system. Superior To avoid the expense of a second trial, the company
Court Judge James Focht's determination, in 1973, of negotiated a settlement. It would now be up to the voters to
$14,484,000 as the August 15, 1969, value of the watercompany  decide if they wanted to own the system. On May 31, 1977,an
did not satisfy the company’s owners. They estimated the worth  election was held to authorize the $22.5 million worth of bonds
of the company’s holdings at close to $50 million. The $35 needed to buy the water company. (Judge Focht’s original $14
million disagreement led the water company first to the Court million award had been increased to $19,036,000 because of the
of Appeal and then to the California Supreme Court, which inflationary time lapse between the 1969 valuation and the 1977

denied the company a hearing. negotiation. Operating funds and reserves accounted for the
California American was all but beaten. Believed to have extra $3.5 million.)
been the “biggest water utilities case ever tried in California The combined efforts of National City’s civic leaders and the

courts . . . and the biggest single property condemnation suitin  South Bay Irrigation District convinced just enough voters, and
county history,” according to a June 1972 edition of the Chula  the bond issue was narrowly passed by a vote of 9,653 to 8,078.
Vista Star News, the case ended the 50 year, on again, off again, The local headline read . . .

That Water You’re Drinking. .. You Really Own It
Chula Vista Star News, September 1, 1977

Once ownership was acquired, the people had to run their
water company. To prepare for the eventual creation of a public
water company, National City and SBID had formed, under a
joint powers agreement in 1972, the Sweetwater Authority.
Initially established to finance the acquisition of the water
system, the Sweetwater Authority became the vehicle for
operation and maintenance of the system once the bond issue
was approved. The South Bay Irrigation District became the
agency of ownership and the lessor of the system to the
Sweetwater Authority. The five directors of the South Bay
Irrigation District joined two directors from National City
(appointed by the mayor and approved by the city council) to
become the Board of Directors of the Sweetwater Authority.

e

IT'S YOUR WATER

® PUBLIC OWNERSHIP CANNOT RAISE YOUR TAXES.

The “‘Revenue Bonds™ to be used to purchase the Cal-Am Water Company
must be paid from water revenues and CANNOT be paid from taxes

® PUBLIC OWNERSH.IP ISTO YOUR BENEFIT.

Publicly owned water systems usually result in (1) lower water rates and
(2) increased recreational opportunities on storage lakes and reservoirs

@ CONTROL YOUR WATER ... CONTROL YOUR FUTURE.
It is important that you control your water and only through e public

water system will vou be able to have locel control
The Authority took over the operation of the water system

on August 30, 1977, under the direction of General Manager

Garry Butterfield. The new management felt, Butterfield said -—

recently, “that their most important task was to be sure that

customers would see no interruption in services asa result of the VOte YEs on WATE R on MAY 31

acquisition of the system.” Consequently, Al Sorensen, who

had been hired as Operations Manager in July, decided to hire

former employees of California American to make for an easier

transition. His successful recruitment of 55 of those employees * ASSEMBLYMAN WADIE DEDOEN = SUPERVISON TOM HAMILTON

* MAYOR WILL T. HYDE

. . * COUNCILMAN GREG COX * COUNCI GDAHI
helped make it a banner day for both the company and its e COUMCICTAI A S o ot A P e
customers when the doors of the Sweetwater Authority * Dowid Burns © Standies Mchdains o William H. Eckhart
building on Third Avenue opened to the public. G e i B o
’ 2 S Sk * Edand Connie Cramer & Patricia Nescham
The banner drooped a bit, however, when Sweetwater T e i i
management realized the condition the water company was in. o sician = e oS ke
B rﬁ ’dh d X - - Rou * Maria Luisa Woodill * Fraderick Drew
j utterfield had gotten a foretaste of things to come when he'd 3 Sy ot ¢ OrBumjaminlayton o EE.Spemesr
| " - 3 % £ 2 - " * Melvin K Anderion . . herton
been greeted on his first day in the office by a desk piled with * Michael J. Roark * Loonard Mazer * Lk Loy
% * Scott Stewart - Shippey * Donsid Punter
' keys—and no clue as to what they unlocked. During the years of * Merb Lathan e * Raiph P. Paxton
\ litigation California American had let the system deteriorate. AR b T
Knowing that it was just a matter of time before going public, & j it s S  * DwgtGo R i
: § . K McCrodee
the company had kept maintenance and improvements to a  * ocirimpr s iy 3 Thom A Gurios 2 5.C B Matthews
. - - * Gordon Hobel -
minimum. Among other things, most of the water company * Proset m Edens plnti s Joha L. Beyan = Or. Bruce Hartiey " W & ey
3 . - - - > . ' wton O ey . h’l-ﬂw
trucks were in disrepair, and two of the three pressure reducing  » o ms ow coeme + Jean Stese * Shriey Cuamey " Durg s

valves at the treatment plant had failed and had been left that
way. It therefore quickly became obvious to the new managers
Fhat maintenance would have to take precedence over
IITIpl’OVment.s to the System- However. the Communiw at |aSt CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR PROP. W™, 315 FOURTH AVE., SUITE T, CHULA VISTA, CA 92010
had control over its water system and the following year would e samsis comrene + oot ey 4 Fn - Compeg M. S Wy

see t}?c first of a series of turnabouts.
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Robert A. Perdue
Water Treatment Plant
100 Lakeview Avenue
Spring Valley, CA 92077
(619) 420-1413
8:30 AM — 5:00 PM

SERVING
NATIONAL CITY » CHULA VISTA » BONITA

Dedication Day Events

Saturday
May 30, 1987
11:00 AM

Welcome and Introductions by . ..
Chairman of the Governing Board

Project Comments by
Sweetwater Authority General Manager

..........

Health Standards
California Department of Health Services

Unveiling Dedication Plague

LT e e R
Buffet Luncheon and Plant Tours

...........

Water treatment plant opens
with public tour this week
Chula Vista Star News, May 28, 1987

In 1978 Loveland Reservoir spilled over for the first time in its history, showing
skeptics who questioned the value of its construction that it could not only pay for
itself but help pay for the entire system. The low cost water the dam produced
created operating cost savings, making funds available to help correct deficiencies
elsewhere in the system.

One major deficiency was old, worn out pipes. Eighteen thousand feet of
original turn-of-the century steel pipeline on Sweetwater Road had to be dug up
and new pipeline installed.

Although maintenance took first priority, management could not ignore
needed improvements. The blending, in 1976, of Feather River water from the
State Water Project with Colorado River water had amplified the importance of
improving the filtration plant. (One of the conditions of approval by the voters
for the State Water Project was that the reservoirs along the route would be open
for public recreational use. Consequently, the Feather River water exposed the
Sweetwater Reservoir to the threat of bacteriological contamination.) Because
the cost of the improvements was beyond the company’s financing ability in 1979,
they were designed several years ahead of implementation.

In the interim, a second project began—a project that Sweetwater Authority
directors think has “greatly improved” the system—the construction of the nearly
19 million gallon capacity Bonita Valley Reservoir. Partially financed from
savings achieved from use of local water and completed in 1985, the reservoir
nearly doubled the amount of stored, treated water available in the water system.
An underground concrete structure with two feet of earth on top, the Bonita
Valley Reservoir, says Butterfield, “improved the reliability of the system and
provided an emergency supply of water to the western part of the system.”

The filtration plant itself was, by May 1987, refurbished and expanded to meet
the water quality standards that had been established by the public health
department in 1978. Eight million dollars worth of improvements included a new
main control room and water laboratory, and sedimentation basins to remove
suspended matter from the water before filtration. (All these improvements were
made without interruption of the services of the water treatment plant.)

Along with a physical facelift and expansion, the plant was dedicated under a
new name—the Robert A. Perdue Water Treatment Plant. Perdue had been the
Superintendant of Water Quality from the inception of public ownership in
1977 to his death on November 3, 1985. “His death,” said Butterfield, "left a big
hole in the organization.” Perdue had been involved in the design and
construction of the plant from the beginning and had worked hard to insure that
the facility included all the necessary features to deal with variations in raw water
quality.

After Purdue’s sudden death at age 39, before the plant’s completion, the
board, recognizing the role he played in the filtration plant’s construction,
dedicated the plant "not only in his memory but in his name.”
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DREAMS FULFILLED

:"57}!1
LEEN

-t
a
100-year-old masonry juts from the smooth swrface of the Sweetwater Dam.
One hundred years of memories went into that dedication in May of 1987. A
hundred years of history are celebrated in April of 1988. The Sweetwater

Authority continues the tradition begun when Frank Kimball formed his water
company and looked for a way to store water.

In just over a decade, the Sweetwater Authority has made great strides. The
years of deferred improvements are over. In fact, Sorensen, who used to be an

employee of California American, can now
boast that in just over ten years of public VISIONS CONTINUED

ownership $25 million has been used to
improve the system.”

Those millions of dollars invested on
behalf of the people reflect a strong desire
to serve the community and continue the
vision of the founding fathers. The
hundreds of miles of pipeline, the fiitration
system, the additions to the dam itself, all
rest on the solid foundation of the 90-foot
marvel of its age—the dam that Kimball,
Dickinson, and Schuyler built. The
celebration of that dam’s 100th birthday is
also a celebration of a water company that
is determined to continue its struggle for
water, while striving to make the second
100 years as colorful and farsighted as the
first.

= r 0% !:‘f"k‘:‘?
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HONORED
MEMBERS

The plaque in the patio of the
Sweetwater Authority reads: "This
atrium [is] dedicated in honor of
Lloyd L. Lee—30 years of his life were
devoted to the development of a
reliable water supply.” As a tribute
to the man often called the
“patriarch of the board,” that plaque
reminds the public of the
instrumental role Lee played in the
formation of both the South Bay
Irrigation District and the
Sweetwater Authority. Lee, a
building contractor, began his service
as a board director in 1956 and
continued serving through the crucial
transition to public ownership.

A second long-serving member of
SBIDwas David Burns. An assistant
right of way agent for Cal Trans, he
joined the board of SBID in 1969,
during the years of the condemnation
trial. He played a major role in the
formation of the Sweetwater
Authority in 1972 and was chairman
of SBID in 1977 when the bond
election for public ownership was
held. Both Burns and Lee were
instrumental in shaping the
developments of the Sweetwater
Authority.

3 Vo
]

Today's water quality standards require exotic instruments.
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June 3, 1868

1868

1869
1871
1879

1880

1882
1885

1886

1887

1895

1896
1897
1902
1904
1910
1911

1916
1920
1921

1922
1927

1935

Frank Kimball's diary entry: “I rode to the
northwest corner of Rancho de la Nacion and
beheld the finest water power [site] that l ever saw
in my life.”

Pioche signs term sale agreement with Kimball
Bros. for Rancho de la Nacion for $30,000
(June 18)

Kimball Brothers Water Company formed
(May 26)

Kimballs make last payment on Rancho de la
Nacion (July 8)

10,000 acres of National Ranch to Boston
railroad for promise of line to National City
Kimball Bros. Water Company sold to Lucius
Pratt

California Southern Railroad chartered

(Oct. 12)

San Diego Land and Town Company of Kansas
organized (Jan. 19)

Pratt sells Kimball Water Co. to San Diego
Land and Town (Aug. 26)

Railroad track to Colton completed (Nov.)
Santa Fe Railroad line completed from the East
(Nowv. 21)

Dickinson becomes general manager of San
Diego Land and Town Company (Aug. 15)
Sweetwater Dam construction begins (Nov. 17)
National City incorporated

Schuyler takes over supervision of dam
construction (Feb. 1)

Dickinson gets permission to increase dam
height from 60 to 90 feet (May 26)

First passenger train of National City and Otay
Railroad (July 23)

Sweetwater Dam completed (April 7)
National City Celebration (April 19)
Dickinson lays Chula Vista town plan
Flood—Sweetwater Reservoir overflows (Jan.)
San Diego Land and Town Co., conveyed to
Chas. Lanning, receiver (Sept. 18)

Sweetwater Dam raised to 96 feet

San Diego Land and Town Co. of Maine buys
San Diego Land and Town Co. (Aug. 2)
Drought begins

Sweetwater Water Company buys water rights
of San Diego Land and Town Co. (July)
Drought ends

Sweetwater Dam raised to height of 110 feet
Chula Vista incorporated (Oct. 11)
Flood—Lower Otay Dam bursts—Sweetwater
Dam holds (Jan. 27)

Sweetwater Co. sells to Sweetwater Corporation
(Jan. 1)

Sweetwater Corp. offers to sell to public—voters
say no

Loveland land purchases begin

Sweetwater sold to Loveland Engineers as "The”
Sweetwater Corp.

The Sweetwater Corp. becomes California
Water and Telephone Co. (Nov. 18)

1943
1944

1945

1947
1948

1950
1951
1953

1954
1957
1960

1961
1964

1966

1968

1969

1972
1973

1976

1977

1978
1979

1984

1985

1987

1988

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF WATER

Loveland Dam construction begins

San Diego County Water Authority formed
(June 9)

Loveland Dam completed (October)

San Diego Aqueduct completed (Dec. 11)
La Mesa-Sweetwater Extension completed

(May 5)

First National City well drilled

South Bay Irrigation District formed (March)
National City attempts public takeover of
California Water and Telephone Co.

Second pipeline of aqueduct completed
Second National City well drilled

National City tries to split from Sweetwater
system—voters say no

Filtration Plant construction begins

Second Aqueduct finished (May 6)

Filtration Plant completed (April)

California Water and Telephone acquired
through an exchange of shares by General
Telephone and Electronics Co. (June 26)
American Water Works Company of Delaware
buys California Water and Telephone Co.—
Sweetwater subsidiary called California
American (March 31)

South Bay Irrigation District files suit to acquire
California American (May 10)

National City joins condemnation suit *

(Jan. 28)

Sweetwater Authority formed (Feb. 3)
Superior Court judge awards California
American $14,485,000 as just compensation
California American appeals judgment

(May 14)

State Water Project water from Feather River
becomes available

Water system value settled at $19,036,000
Bond issue to buy water system passes (May 31)
South Bay Irrigation District acquires water
system. (Aug. 30)

Loveland Dam overflows for first time

Water System Master Plan completed by James
M. Montgomery Engineers, Inc. (June)

Sweetwater Authority moves offices to Garrett
Avenue
Completion of construction through Bonita of

42-inch steel pipeline replacing the 24-inch
riveted steel pipe installed in 1888.

Bonita Valley Reservoir completed (18.7
million gals.)

Sweetwater Filtration Plant expanded and
rededicated as Robert A. Perdue Water
Treatment Plant (May)

Observance of 100th Anniversary of
completion of Sweetwater Dam (April 24)

S
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MANY THANKS TO the following people who gave of their time, opened their libraries,
searched their memories, shot and reshot photos, read copy, and, most importantly, supported all

stages of this project.

Olin Hughes
Al Poulter
Anne Campbell
Suzanne Hurley
Karen Hardiman
Adaline Nevens
Kathleen Correia
John Rojas, Jr.
Ken Jacques
Larry Booth
Nancy Lemke
Mike Armbrust
Jim Switzer
Diego and Son Printing
Members of the Governing Board and staff of the Sweetwater Authority

PHOTO CREDITS
San Diego Historical Society-Ticor Collection 3, 4TR,5, 6T, 8T, 9T, 10, 11, 12
California Section Book Collection, California State Library 7B
John Rojas, Jr., Chula Vista Historical Society 4TL, 8M
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March 9, 1988

The Board of Directors and Management of Sweetwater Authority wish to commend Leslie Trook for

her careful research and thoughtful preparation of this account of the history of the Sweetwater Dam and
water system.

Board of Directors
Sidney J. Colvin, Chairman
Cary F. Wright, Vice Chairman
W.D. “Bud” Pocklington
Wayne W. Smith
Edwin ]J. Steele
George H. Waters
Margaret A. Welsh

Management

Garry L. Butterfield, General Manager
Al R. Sorensen, Operations Manager




