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During the 1920s, two new types of housing elements were slowly a
Several of the early ranchers had been wealthy

the valley communitie
3]
cts '0. land, but many of the early settl

and built large homes on their trac :
individuals, such as Ulysses S

1Qu

ers

were small farmers and ranchers. ome
Grant Jr., owned large homes and bus‘-.nca-:sc:'- in down
ranch property to escape the confines of city

n th

itown San Diego in the

1890s and purchased

trend continued after the turn of the century and a number of large luxurious

estate style residences, designed by prominent San Diego arc '
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appear on the hillsides, usually commanding an outstanding view of E
e I hor

valley below. Architects such as Richard Requa, Irving Gill, Robert Snyder

and Clifford May des signed homes for wealthy clients who purchased countr)
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SWEETWATER VALLEY TIMELINE

769 e : M Sey—"

176 Fr. Junipero Serra, with overland party from Baja,
camps at Sweetwater River as part of military and
religious expedition sent to settle California

1795 - ot - iy . 1

S Carlos III, King of Spain, set aside 42 mile tract in

South Bay as grazing lands for military, area was
named Rancho del Rey

1822 Mexico gains independence from Spain, California

. becomes Mexican colony
: 1845 Rancho de la Nacion (originally named Rancho del
‘ Rey) granted to Don Juan Forster by Gov. Pico,

Forster sold the land to Romano Bayerque and
| . Francois L. A. Pioche, San Francisco investors

1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ends Mexican War;
California becomes U. S. territory

1868 Frank, Warren and Levi Kimball purchase 26,632
acres of the National Rancho for $30,000

Kimballs bring well boring equipment to area to
solve water problems

’ 1869 Formation of Kimball Brothers Water Company on
May 26

| = 5 1

; ' Kimball Brothers plant barley, oats, wheat and
begin successful olive cultivation with plantings

| I from the missions

i t Frank Kimball starts citrus industry with plantings
of citrus trees on personal estate in National City

Josephus M. Asher, first professional nurseryman,
establishes Fruitvale Nursery in Paradise Valley
and furnishes most of fruit trees for ranches in
National City, Sweetwater, El Cajon and La Mesa

1871 Kimballs introduce sheep to valley to generate
income
1871-73 Development of Bonnie Brae ranch by H. M.

Higgins, one of finest lemon orchards in state




1879

1880

1881

1882

1886-88

W. W. Whitney, Chicago mus
ranch in Sweetns

purchases 90 acre

: -t of Sunnyside;
e tract o1 < J

ol lture

e it 246
. C. Frisbie laid out 246 rape cu

’ e
noted for its successful fruit and &
n to Boston

; : e
Ten thousand acres of ranci gj.u O Diego
railroad for development of line tc 1

d as

rnia Southern Railroad organize

C: Iroad ar
{iarv of Santa Fe Railroad

subsid
= Pt r organized
San Diego Land and Town Company ¢ rg

o - italists
19 by group of Boston capitails

January

-,
I ity Record
Frank Burgess begins printing National City kecon

£ buys mna Bonita
Henry Cooper , developer, buys Lagun I

ranch
Railroad line completed from the East
Kimball Brothers build olive processing mill

National City and Otay Railway Company founded
December 27

Boom" years in San Diego County

Construction of Sweetwater Dam, completion date

April 7

Introduction of Chinese workers into valley to
work on dam, workers will remain after dam
completion and become vegetable farmers

National Cit

incorporated

Lots sold in new town of San Miguel
Cooper creates Bonita townsite
San Diego Stone Company quarry opened and stone

used for construction of dam and production of
riprap for jetty construction

Califs 3 1 1
California Southern Railroad announces $1 fare
from east spurring land boom

J. €. Frisbie subdivided his ranch and created the

district o Unnveides e
of Sunnyside and started selling the land in

1888

1889

1890

1894

1895

1895

1897-1904

1898

1898

1900

1902

April 19 - opening ceremonies for Sweetwater Dam

News of gold strike in Ensenada causes great
excitement

A. H. Isham and H. L. Story build burro tra
guide service to the top of San Migue
No trip to San Diego w

to the 1

lete witho

First Liberty Pole erected on San Miguel Mo
July 4 by Isham & Story, made by the Silver C
uring Compa

Sweetwater Fruit Company acquires Cooper
and plants orchards on the property

Sunnyside t on one acre on north

corner of San Miguel Road and Conduit Road

J. H. Clough starts "Avondale" lemon ranch one
half mile south of Sweetwater Dam

Sweetwater Fruit Company packing barn erected |
R. C. Allen

U, S. Grant Jr. purchases
valley

ren acres at upper end of
and builds a Dutch Colonial cottage opposite
Sweetwater Dam

Major storm and flood tests strength of dam

San Diego Land and Town Company forced into
receivership due to collapse of real estate boom

Major drought brings installation of 17 pumpi
plants to bring water from over 200 wells to ease
the shortage

First Bonita Post Office opened November 19, llda
L. Walters was first postmistress

Walter Bellinger plants mulberry trees in an
attempt to practice sericulture

Elementary school built in Sunnyside on present
site of Little League field

San Diego Land and Town Company splits into

three companies - Sweetwater Water Company, San

Diego Land Company and San Diego Fruit
Company



1949

1950 ley Valun

srmed, equipment included two

fruit sprayer trucks and the
the Sweetwater Fruit Company packing bamn




1951

1955

1956-64

1959

1959-60

1960

1966

1969-70

1980

1982

e > half
The Sweetwater Fruit Company dcmqled one h
acre of land and a fire station was built

Four more subdivision maps filed creating 11
additional building sites

Sixteen additional subdivision maps were 1119%11”1 ]
with the County Recorder to add 357 more building

sites to the valley
Sweetwater Fruit Company closes July 4

Sunnyside School built to replace one built in 1900
First annexations of valley land when National City

and Chula Vista annexed floodplain parcels in the
vicinity of Highland Avenue

Sweetwater Fruit Company packing house
demolished to make way for branch office of San
Diego Trust & Savings Bank

Chula Vista purchased Rohr Park from the Rohr
Aircraft Employees Association

Bonita Golf Course was annexed to Chula Vista
Friends Church closed

Interstate 805 completed

Wesleyean Church takes over former Friends

Church

Wesleyean Church moved from former site on
Dory and Bonita Roads to 5305 Sweetwater Road on

land bought from Chester Simmons family




1 140 05 Acacia

_2 14121 Acacia
3 ;224 Afeman Place
1_4 4003 Allen School Road

|5 |3030 Anderson Street

| 6 |3050 Anderson Siree

2 0 |3264 Holly Way

=

9

wlw

-
et £ =
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7 [3120 Anderson Street

4001 Bardaguera Place
0 |3838 Bonita Road
4882 Honita Road
3104 Bonita Mesa
3051 Egquitation Lane
3580 Everqrenn -
3552 Frisbie Street

3528 Frisbie Street
3401 Glen Abbey Bivd
3260 Holly Way

4015 Horton Road
6514 Jonel W'ély '
200 Loma__Paséc
3597 Lomacitas Lane
3620 Lornacitas_ Lane
3630 Lomacitas Lane
4324 Lynnwood Drive
3462 Malito Drive

4094 Old Orchard Lane
Olive trees

4&}00 P;érm S"r'reel
5565 Pray Street

3 4 15761 Quarry Road
35 Fiesujent.al Dam
3230 Rio Vista Drive

5502 _Sarz Miguel Road
5510 San Mlguel Hoad
5540 San Miguel Road
5550 San Miguel Road

5606 San Miguel Hoad
6034 San _Miguel Road

E[

6141 San Miguel Road

“959 Avenida Palo Verde

3554-3558 Frisbie Street

Nat'l Cnly & Ora_y RR District

HISTORIC SITE INVENTORY

e =

‘Wheeler house
Jewatt residence
|Stoddard house
|\Chapman residence
Gillie residence

:Mﬁry Ward

Glen Abbey - 3 structures
\Allpeter structures
18805 w/carriage house
|Blackland Farms, out bldgs
‘Nmsm;iﬂonne_l_ house

triplex

|Lamb residence
slone house, Lamb dairy
Horton House

Tom Stephens residence
\Whelan hous_e

Kimberly house _
.Kirrlbc-.'ly art studio

Dmen_haver residence
'R C Allen house

|[Kimball brothers
'Spr_eckels

'Moreton Qay chestnut
|ND. ‘Palmer house
‘behind 3410 Valley Road
‘old bldgs out back

Reed's Stable
Sweetwater Valley Animal Inn

Bf.llmgerr‘_l‘_\dllbum house
Rollin & Sweet Haven Dam,r
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