




aU the real picture of every day life as it is lived here. actually,
might find a solution, if in your community you are ~nfronted
same problems, which I believe are apt to happen anyw ere.

And just one more problem I might as ~ell mention here also is r<;'Ck
throwing, which can become serious also. For I~stance some bOls (a: g~~IS
also I su ) just love to throw rocks at the gIrts on h~rse ~ac as t . Y ~ e
by. 'Of r= (and I hope I am right) the boy~ do thl~ wIthout thmkmg.
lust intending to tease the girls or just to get thelt attenll~n. Howeve~ folks
have often had to report to parents and even higher authonty about IthIS~
throwing. the boys asking innocentiI'. "\Vhr dId you have to squea on us.

Most parents realize that this kind of teasing o~ rock throwill;g can en­
danger both horse and ride~ so they should do somethlOg to prevent It ~appe~­
ing again. Other just pass It off Itght1r. till a. rock comes through or hIts th9£
front window. learning the hard way. as I saId. And they themselves call toe
sheriff.

However. as I mentioned before. most folks in our Valley. I am ~appy to
relate. understand these problems of their children. and all is soon straIghtened
out. all the wiser for the experience.

And now I guess I will change the subject all the way around and tell
you of our very nice first of the new season day at our Sweetwater Woman's
Club. After greeting one another and visiting as we always do. we sat down
to our usual very bountiful pot luck luncheon.

Out membership at this date of September. 1958 is in the neighborhood
of one hundred.

\Ve had a wonderful visit across the tables during the meal. I cannot
recall just now who of my club sisters were hostesses that day nor who said
the BlcsslOg of Thanks at the table. This I do remember: we had a full house
and a wonderful time visiting and eating at least a taste of all the good and
wholesome dishes that were passed around and that our Valley's good cooks
prOVIde on club days. And it is so good to eat another's cooking for a change.

After our lunch we had the birthday march. All of us. except our guests.
who have had bIrthdays dUtlng our vacation and other months contribute a
penny for eve~y year ,?Id we are. We all take part in singing the Happy Birtb­
day song. whIle the bIrthday march goes on. and the members marcb up to the
front ta~le and depOSIt thm bIrthday money. All this with the accompaniment
of the plano played by one of Our talented members.

I was in the march this. time a< m.y birthday came during the summer
vacatIOn. August the twenty,.ftfth. and thIS was my sixty,second birthday. You
see I am not shy about telltng my age. not in the least. I flatter myself by
telltn!!. others that I a~ a great'llrandmother~ which I am. really! just so they
can gIve me the compltment of "Why. Gloria. you sure are a young looking
great-grandmother! ..

thO ~ur bWin~ jeetihng was next. And Eleanor Tyce is our President at
IS time. e a ave er very muc.h. Next. as we always do at this time.

soon af~er lunch. w~ all take part tn the salute of Our wonderful country
A~erlCa ~ ~ag. knOWIng tn all of our hearts what it stands for. Then we have
a. sort p e ge prayer. read by a member who has been chosen for this contribu­
tion.
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And now, after aJ[ - --=:-f!It=_settled we are ready for 0Df enteUaiIilQCllt rhkh
as enjoyable. Today is to be a pKt1I(e~
Betty Hillier. one of our club memben. aib aiiten,

Betty and her husband Jack had made thIS very interatial and WOlidlY';Z
trip recently. as missionaries. Betty teaebmg and Jade building e aD ,enJl"
the travelogues so much. especially those of 118 who do not have rhiI JIriYiIeIr
of distant traveling--or we old stick-at-homes, wboR tra'ftling IS moatly cIoBec
in our own territory. Such familiar lICmes don t WamIIlt pirtuns. and _ are
too much in a hurry to take pictures anyway.

We did enjoy this trip to Africa with Betty. We learned much of the
good work that is going on there. some of which Betty and Jack bad part m.

As I mentioned. we have a wonderful president rhiI year She IS so ana
thoughtful of our new members. Though we have always bad wondaful and
suitable presidents. I am quite sure all of the members would agree with me
that Eleanor Tyee has taken much more time m this special part of very c0rdi­
ally inviting. accepting and welcoming our new members. and in making them
feel they are immediately a part of our wonderful organization. Seem we are
all born with a certain gift or talent to give out to otbe:nI in one way or another

Our Club, which has DOW been in session since it first began in the year
1914. has many interesting tales to tell. which we apeak of and bring to mind
especially on our Club's birthdays. By our old time members usually. And
though we are considered a prosperous and very worthy lirtle dub. we also
have had some very trying times. Getting started in the first place. and also
getting over the loss of our first dub building that went down the SweetWatel'
river to bay in the 1916 flood. I have written about this flood in my first
book "The Beloved Valley," so I shall not go into details again here.

Our new and present dub house is a Cliff May ranch style creation wbidJ
is typical of early California. This we all enioy very much. and also the ~
that it is built on much higher ground. so it is not likely to be ever agam
washed away by a flood.

Our Club meets on the second Thursday of every month. beginning with
September and ending in June. Once in a great wbile we make a change in
the day for some important reason.

The men have their meetings on tbe fourth Tbunday of the month in
the evening. Though the Men's Oub m~ '!Ie made ~ mostly of the
husbands of our Women's Club members. they insISt on paymg as for the ­
of our dub rooms on their dub night.

My husband, who is a member. told me the reason the men pa. us is that
they realize the cost of the dub's e pen and upkeep ao;d they wish to help
on this. and also because they want their dub to be a~Y D!eD orgamza
tion. However. we consider our dub buildmg a COIIIIIlUIltty affair.

Every year our husbands treat us to a deltcious Thanksgiving meal Ift'ftd
to us by their own committee. W do not cook the meal nor do _.even bo
what the menu is till we sit down to the ~bI~ to eat. life have.pICtUres later
and usually new and old time danCIng and IDgtng Once m a while just befoIe
Ihe dance begins we have a grand march around our~ club room at
al ways have a wonderful time and look forward to rhiI treat every year
Thanksgiving time.
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Our clubhouse is not only used for our men's and women',
Our young people enjoy parties and dancing here also.. And we do
;all we can to keep them happy in their own commuDlty.

We also rent our clubhouse to outside parties. wedding and other
tions and d;ances. And here at our c1ubhousc is where most of our ciVlC
uke pbce ;also. So it is in usc most of the time.

We have wonderful ca«takers lust now who do so much to moab
meetings both pleasant and rcstful Our hostcsses do not have to do the
as in former years. The caretakcrs do all the dishes for our meetings
...11 othcr occasions usuall y also.

Our regular club day mcctings start at elcven·thirty A.M. ;and ;ad
~round three·thmy P.\I. Ounng our sOCIal hour wc may uke in ;a thrift
If we Wish,. Our name tags on our person keeps us all informed ;as to
we are Just 10 case we for~et names ThiS we find very helpful since we
so many newcomers and 0 large a mcmbershlp. I myself ;am ;a ]
member. 1 here arc four of us old timc members left, John is also ;a
mcmbcc. \\'c arc both happy and thankful thcy hanK on to us older mem
And we contnbute 10 our small way what we can of our abilities.

John loves to play his VlOltn for cntcrtainment and dancing.
p}a\'S wondaful hymns for our Church sen'ices on Sundays. our
Kathenne or a fnend. Barbara. accompanying him on the piano.

I mentioned before we have pot luck meals on I b d ,'"tt'iD1Ilo
Not so WIth the men The' f our c u ay m~.
too. With ham turkc' fri'd 'h~~kcr a well planned meal. And they have
the Quak<r men' have ~. well lann:n Or roast beef for their meat course. E
a pot luck meal on Family n~ht dh.m~al at thm sup""rs also. while we~
I have often cookcd the fried hw IC turn out extra well we women think
both the men's church and club ICken. thc ham..and roasted the turkey ~
of contributIon I can cook good suppe~. or cventng meal. This IS my way

enoug to SUIt the men, so they tell me,
. Among othcr prOjccts here in OUr V II .
" a Sort of mlDlature fait, I would t ey IS Our 4·H Club affairs,
Red B.ltn ,lany other rural d' say. t" held 10 one section of the 0
animals herc aho, IStrlCts be ides Sweetwater Valley enter~

After the animals arc shown and .
will ftnd many of the better grades f~~dged pnz~s are given. And later y
ye~r1y County bit at Dr! Ma S 0 m thIS minIature fair in the regular
animals arc taken In the honos ~f alnl "go County, California. where

... se 109 them there
\V .

also have here 10 conne' ,
gr,?unds a ndtng stable Manv ofctlon wllh part of the Old Red Bam
anImals at the lime of their fair. ~~, horse corrals are used by the" H a
out. Th. ndtng stable also takcs h ICh usually takes place just as school
rent h.t< ~Iso though many Vall orhs In to board And we have he
IS also a ndlng ring close by wheey c/dren have horses of their own

re n 109 lesson are given.
W. also hav. horse shows a

hu. Our hor shows take I~e ~ We have. many horseback ndin en,thlllil...
~'::r~r~h~':lv~narhthe regul~r tro~:;'a~~ln~bing. The jud\llngglloes Oft

R.d Barn I dn °ht r partl of our COunty ::' t' onlbthat an gIven In the
an t. groundl around. . a Ing ooth., tc., an m the

72



old houses is a favorite hobby of them all. And she is clever, I h
known her to turn down even the most baltered old c?uch or c:bau: if
thing can be done to fix it up, especially if the wood IS of specIal or aJI,

nature.
Her husband will soon retire from the avy an~ he. wants a pJati

raise minks. he said. So 1 will try and help them to flRd Just what they
looking for. though I am not a real estate agent. nor do I
now either.

There are not too many old houses out our way to remodel. or even
ranches for sale that I know of. But there are plenty of new ones cor~1
into being all the time. Owr Ihe hill from us here at Rancho Pequeno. w:
is our home place as you know by now, appeared not too long ago.. a surp
arrav of housing. From the distance or from here I should say It looks
a tent cit\'. The hou,"s look quite small and have steep roofs. Some an:
story and a half. just like the one that was built across the road from us.

'''here for years we looked upon hay fields. we now hear and see the
bulldozers busily Reiling shelves up the hill and down dale ready for more
houses. This project is on the north side of Sweetwater Valley, just a hUI
or two in back of us. This property is called Paradise Hills. and is really in
the city limits of San Diego. And I have been told a new freeway is to make
it appearance in that direction also. coming over the hills from the north to
join our Valley roal!. which is just off Sweetwater road.

S? it will not be long now. and we too. may be in the city limits of
~an D,ego. Though we ~ope ,:ery much that the nearby beautiful and grow­
IRg town of Parad,se H,lls w,1I keeo in mind that we here in Sweetwater
Valley WIsh to keep our own little Valley much as it is-a rural community.

Besi?es, we arc expecting a new improvement at our shopping center­
of the VIllage type of architecture I am told. and I believe it will suit us all
very well here.

Mostwf Our ':,alley's population agree on ideals and plans for its type of
!,r~!lr~s. I e

l
feel. Let us keep our beautiful little Valley unincorporated and

In 'VI ua. as ong as we can," We do so love our open spaces. native shrubbery­
:~he~c~I~i;i~ag~c~esta~d ~arms and the enjoyable country life one can have

IRS ea 0 too much clutier of housing. etc.

We who have belonged here f h I
at home. and I find most of th or y.ea~s e p to make our newcomers feel
living. And even if prices ha~~ apprectatlve of ~pace enough for good country
who will go to aU ends to II'v gone

h
up sky hIgh here. you will find folks

e out ere.

We just bid goodby to so f' d .
looking for a place in the count me tlen s wllh four children who are also
or not. they will be happ to ~. A rea"?nable place. they added. Reasonable
is all crowded traffic anI no PlY the pr;ce I know. for where they live now
And I know just the riRht la~ afe to p ay that is safe with fout children.
will help them get it. Thr~ of thO~ th~lci and ~Iso the ~eal estate office that
school and I know both rents tlr c I. ren wl!1 be gomg to Ella B. Allen
learning at this school. pa and chtldren wtll enjoy the fellowship and

As John usually wants his hearty me I
prepared I k d f' d a at noon time. and I bad it all

. as e Our rten s to Our mid-day meal which we call lunch. We

-74-

are old fashioned and """111
we speak of a dinner. It -mana &nJIiI a

This day, though It was really a d_ SIl~
but my friends corrected me WIth. 'You caU ....mmg Jd COllI
fried chicken, macaroni and cheae and gl'ftll beans a luac:b OD
had ho!De. grown wa~ermdOD for our deAert later m the afterIiOOll e ata.
melo~ 18 Just too filling to eat right after a good aiud mal So I had
explam that anything we have to eat at noon hme IS a lunch.

Incidentally most everything I served th.. day was a Sweetwida aIIer
product. The vegetables came from IOU Sammy s stand and the &yea I had
gotte!! tbe day befo,re at BonIta Store for thu:ty-thrft cents a pound. aU cut
up nIcely. You can t bear that anywhere, because they are frahIy boagbr by
our store keeper from a local chicken ranch, thus helping our fellow nncIJeIa
to sell tbeir products also, wbich in tum helps the store to make their Imas

Our friends had just their youngest child with them. As she was asIftp.
we slipped her into our little blue baby bed which is home made and which
we hav:e kept over from our own children for whoever comes our ~ay nmIing
a sleeptng place for a baby or small child I keep the bed in the spare room
w~ere I. ~I~ have a d~uble bed ,for adult guests, or for grandchildren who
enJoy vlslttng us overnight OCcaltODaIly.

Little JY!!Irtha slept for two ~ours while her parents and we had a very
wonderful VISIt, Joe and John endmg up in front of the TV taking in a ball
game. wbile I took Margaret outside for a look around our yard. We ended
up, as I most generally do with guests, giving Margaret an aU around idea
of bow much I really enjoy this east and sheltered SIde of our bouse.

We sat a while on the porch. she explaining wby and how much she
and Joe wanted to get their children out into the country. But I bowmg
how fussy and particular she is about her house and the cbildren and also
the way she nags Joe into keeping up their yards both front and back be
she had a lot to learn, Especially when I made excuses for our uncut lawn
and messy yard. This was just one of those times when the wind bad blown
everything loose around in my yard. And we badn't got around to moWDtg
Our rather large Bermuda lawn at the rigbt time. I excused further saymg
that I was letting things go back somewbat to their natural state for more
reasons than one.

She said, "Ob. Gloria, I couldn't stand our lawn not to be mowed
regularly, or the bedges clipped properly, and something done aboUt the edges
of the lawn and overgrown shrubbery'" Ob yes. I'm afraid my ItnIe friend
Margaret has a lot to learn. Either that or poor old Joe will wish he hadn t
moved out in the country where there is much more space to keep up than m
the city usually.

Margaret also asked me about a bigb school out here. I explained we cIicI
not bave one in Sweetwater Valley ycr, and told her of the very good oaa
we have in our nearby town of Chula Vtsta. The alley children are taken
to and from the bigb school in a bus. And a bus IS used here m the aIley
for our elementary children also, This seemed 0 K. With her nd after all
none of ber four children would need a high scboo1 for at 1_ three yean.

. Wbile we were doing up the dishes. Martha wok up and found she
In a strange hed, and came running into the kItchen to find her ODlmy. all
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e cited and in tears. That .is the only fault I ~;:e:~I/in:o:~ :l:oal
homemade blue bed. The SIdes are lor/ndor; enough to fall or climb
on the job wben the chIld awakens. I I IS I h d
Miss Martha must have climbed out over the rail safe y as we ear no
of a fall before she made her tear! ul appearance.

After feeding her out of the cans her mother had ~roug~t along, they k
They had to pick up their other three chIldren at a neIghbor 5 wherdr y tab
left them enjoying a viSIt and bllthday party. I let Marl!aret an oe
home a copy of '"My Beloved Valley" as they seemed so anxIous to know more.
about the Valley and I felt they would fmd most of what they wanted to
know reading my first ltttle book.

It is almost supper time agam. I Just do not know where th~ time goa..
And here I am once more out on my fa"orite porch on the east SIde for that
quiet hour I enJoy so much at this time of day.

Some wild birds are getting ready to nestle in their favorite tree nearby,
I can hear their rustle and twiner as they find Just the right place to spend
the night. The traffic below on our two hig~ways is. qU,ite. heavy this Sunday
evening. Folks are coming home from an outmg or pICnIC ID the bac~ c0ll!'try
or from a fishing trip at some lake farther out from here. As I SIt qUIetly
here I al ways hope they have had a good time, out where the air is somewhat
fresher and life is not so crowded as it is in the towns.

Our supper on Sunday evenings is very light usually, and somewhat later
than on week days. I serve it in the living room if we wish to take in a TV
program. Tonight we WIll have a bowl of some kind of box cereal and fruit.
crackers and cheese and coffee, A grandchild or so may join us. They love to
watch TV with us occasionally. And Lassie will be on soon, a picture most
all of our roung grandchIldren enjo}'. John and I enjoy this picture also. It
is so much like our own country life. Zoorama and Sea Hunt, the cowboy
sruff and travelogues arc the favorites and the ones we most often watch, though
John loves the ball games and fights also. They are a little too noisy for me.

Once in a while we cat lunch before the TV also, watching Queen For A
Day: John. usually ends up on the couch falling asleep during the program.
He IS workmg much ~oo hard for his own good these days. He is hauling
up all the thmgs he WIShes to keep on hand from Our farm below which we
now have sold as I mentioned before. '

At times I get to feeling a little sad because we sold the farm. especially
now rhat our son Sam has deCIded to make his living by farming and has to
le~se property elsewhere. beSIdes hIS Own place, which hasn't enough ground to
raISe vegetables for hIS stand. But this seems to have been the best thing we
could d? at the time. And we kno~ the folks who Own this farm land now
~nd thm plans for a golf course whICh will keep this part of th V 11 look-
109 DIce and green always. e a ey

But sometimes I drive by and notice the pretty . k f 'Id _
th t 1 f

pm . ragrant WI .~

a g~ow a ong our ormer prope~t y fence, and think about all the ood times
our chtldren had down there ownmg and carl'ng f th' I' g k "-d

E bl . II' ' or elr own Ive stoc . nu
we ster oom seDlors. se 109 over our now deserted st d h d I-­that John and bo d' an . t e corn an me v_our ys an sometimes the girls heI d ' h' I d
And I think of the hayrides in the fall of the ye ~ to ralSC

Id
on t IS an ,

usng t k t II" h ar In our a corn wagon.I a rue a pu It 10 t est later years tho h' f •
pulled by a team of horses. . ug ID ormer years It was
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The hay rides were·1dItII'irill;1
were welcome a1Io John. or " 'ill or ODe
drivinv the wagon on thai! wOilderftilIliCJOll1ight haT
up with an outdoor meal often cooked out hen the pI¢f'

I had planned on kteI'inR our old com walI[on that was ... OIl
hayrides. Bring it up here, paint it white and fill the wagon bed wkb Il,OlMI::
soil and plant climbing geraniums in it. I thought it would lend iftmellpbeac
to our old time home ranch. But John doesn't _ things lib I do 1iD..-.-c
asking me. or thinking. he gave the wagon to one of my brothers. and then
I found it in his front yard. painted white and planted into geramams. sam
is life and that is that.

While I am on the subiect of old time things. perhaps you would eDlOf
some of our Valley's old time history, that I had not mentioned m The
Beloved Valley story.

New friends always ask us how long we have lived hen ou this hill
So I start in by telling them that we have lived in this home talent. baaed
and-batten house which we built ourselves for thirty-eight years. And how
happy we are and content to have such a nice place to retire in. Actually I
have my doubts if either one of us ever retire. unless we have to.

Then we go on eXt>laining some ideals and plans we Valley folks take
part in for our community's good progress, etc. And I go on with my first
recollections of Sweetwater Valley in about the year 1912.

I used then to ride over the hiII with my father to get groceries in a mule
drawn cart. from Telegraph Canyon where we were living at the time. There
were few cars at this time and we were among the ones who did not own one
yet.

At this time there were only two stores in Sweetwater Valley, one at
Sunnyside and one here at Bonita. Our store here at Bonita was a sort of
tradinlt post. I'd say, with many other things besides groceries for sale, such
as hardware, hay. feed, grain. men's clothing. boots and hats. and a Post Office
in one corner of the store. The Slore at this time was a rather sma11 wood
frame building situated on the north side of where the grocery store is now.
Folks by the name of Bushnell were our Slorekeepen. And o~ course. S~
water Valley was at this time definitely a rura1 ranch and farming comm1!Dtty.
There were many citrus groves here. and the Old Red. Ban!. I have ment10iled
quite often. was a citrus packing plant. Roing full tilt WIth a large crew of
workers. box makers and packers included.

Getting back to the Bushnells wbo were our storekeepers at this time. the
family consisted of a widowed mother. son Ralph and daughter Nell. ~
three in tum helped at the store. But of course Ralph took all on the roam
and heavy responsibilities of service.

There was also an older daughter. I cannot reca11 her name~ no •
though I knew her as Mn. George B. Worthington. wife of Dr. WorthiDgtou.
one of Chula Vista's best physicians at this time. I nursed under both ~.
~nd Mn. Worthington. who herself was a graduate nurse, and I spoke of this
In my Chula Vista chapter. I understood the Bushne11s later moved to~
California, after leaving Bonita. and Ralph went IDto the buslDess of raISUII
pure. bred horses.
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Our littlt country store got moved. after the 1916 flood, ~o
road and just btyond and eaSI of Ihe Old Red Barn. ~he Btr ty
Wood and Howard and Ihetr wive took charge of. Bomta store nm

S
•

the Howard Btrkeys moved 10 Sunnyside and were m charge of tlx
store.

After the Wood Berhvs lefl Bonira slore.. Mr. and ~r~. C. A.
took over the store. Some years laler a new Bon,la store butldmg was built
the property where il is now al Ihi present lime. and .the Haff1ey~ renm:l
old store building for a res,dence. llxmg the old place ~n and out tnto a
fortable and pleasanl home. :'\Irs. Haffle\' was a musIc teacher a~d gave
children piano lessons. :'\Irs. Hafflev also l!ave freely of her talent In our
Friends Church at Sunnyside. The Haffle\'s. all of them. wert wtll I
here in the "alle\'. and we all ha\'C missed Iholm since they have gone.

We have had maO\' differenl slorekeepers in the past. our store improvintf
with each one. and we han mOsl al wa\,s enjoved Ihem as a part of our family',
They have been so friendly and accommodating. Just now Glenn and Gtorge
Dull are Ihe storekeepers. And we arc happy to have our old stand-by Katherine
Stegall. who has been w'lh us for qu,le some time. And young RodDgous,
we like him too.

I believe Ihal al Ihis present date of 1959. we have as good a grocerr stote
as can be found anywhere in Ihe counly for ils size. And our Post Offu:e ~
~ow in a separale building. NOl as handy as in former years. perhaps, whe&
'I was a parr of our grocer\, srore. but surely easier on our storekeepers.

This next bir of our Valley's early hisrory I came upon bv word 0
mourh from the one w~o experienced rhis. Mrs. Mary Rockwood Peet husdf
told me. She was Ihe hrsr wh,re child born in Bonita.

, ~1rs. Peet exchanged her srory of ~~e San Pasqual Valley for my Btloved
\. alley story. She also Invued me ro VISlr her at her home in Escondido. My
s,srer May and I drove up there one morning. We found Mrs. Peet a very
sweel 0.erson and up to dale on almost everyrhing worth while. She bas
sur~ly hved a long and happy life. And she does not in the least look 00 age.
wlhdlCh I.know musl be around eighty. though I am not exactly sure just hcnr
o she IS.

She lold us. of having been born in Sweetwater Valle in an
ranch house t~at IS now. Ihe property of the Rohr Aircraft Cdm an . Although
Mrs. Peet inVIted my sIster and me to stay fa I h d'd P Y _....spoke of an en r unc . we I not stay, as -
wanr 10 detain ~~~~ment to speak at her club at one o'clock and we did not

he~~;;;;-~c'x,~: s:rnt h' ~ost pleasanl and informative morning with 00 and
my hobbies als~ A:d II she ~as many. Incidentally. scrap books are one of
in our own loc~lity. . too. ave mucb to pass on through them to friends

We were privileged to .
.(this is Mrs. Peet's maiden n~;;'~lC::res of the adob,; where Mary RockWood
10 front of this adobe ranch buil1· as bh?rhn. Also plct~res of herself standing

109 w lC was her chIldhood homt.
As I mentioned before th' Id' .

Rohr Aircraft Company. It is :se~ f lime ranc~ IS now the
or a recreatIOn <enttr.
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This lovely Old
of its owntrs of whom I
who owned and lived on ibiS place bar __

Tht Dunbars were a lovely TebI1IIg £OllPIe Loms of IJeauij
and tht outdoor life. The doctor1Jimlelf practiad ... at tbc time .,
heTe. so I called him once or twice aftu I had married asuf had two ""'MRit;
'nd found him a good doctor aIao Mil. Dunbar a graaou.lady 1Jdoapd
to our Sweetwattr Woman's Oub for y-.

I had met the Dunbars at the home of Dr. and Mn. Lorini at Cotouado
some years btfore I came to hve m Bonita myself, and I was happy to fiad
rhe Dunbars living here also.

Dr. Dunbar passed away lOme years later, and Mn. Dunbar moved to
an Diego. Their place was sold to a Mr. Rnbt Harrison. Thea from Ham­

.on's to the George Campbells, and next to Mrs. Fessler who raised JIlIft bred
horses on the place, after building fences and barns and plantmg nice pea
pastures for tbe horses to run in.

. We here in !Ix Valley enjoyed baving Mrs. Fasler's lovely hones grazing
lD the fields. and while !lxy WtfC bting trained it was interesting to watch them.
Once in a while a baby colt would make its apporance. and the children all
enjoyed stopping along the road near !Ix fence to watch it running along with
ItS mother.

Mrs. Fessler also belonged to our SweetWater Woman's Qub and we
all felt sad when sbe passed away after quite a long illness.

So this property cbanged hands again. And this time !Ix Rohr Aircraft
Company is the new owner.

Not much of the old charm of !Ix Dunbars' time is left on this place
except some trees and shrubbery. The buildings are new and many more have
been added with the different owners. The old adobt of Mary Rockwood s
time is still a part of this old time ranch. It bas btm repaired from time to
time however, and is in pretty good shape at this present time

I recall just now a paragrapb on !Ix back page of My Beloved Valley
book cover, where my publisher mentioned that Sweetwater Valley at one hme
could scarcely have been called peaceful T!Jis fact I had ntva!mOwn as I
have not written a research story, as I menhoned btfore. And this unpeaceful
time must have been in a much earlier time than my own. So I inquired of
Mr. Freeman as to the what and why of what he wrote. And.this is what he
said. He could not remembtr, but it must have btm something he bad re­
searched and forgotten. So we decided to leave it that way

Perhaps some day when I have more time than I have now I may look IAto
the matter more thorougbly, as I would really like to know what made our
Valley unpeaceful. Some of our friends sugg~ that ~ early Spanish
Ameflcan and Mexican battle was fought here. While~, m~ I~
suggested it could bave been at the time of one of our zonmg meetmgs, which
got pretty heated up before all was settled satisfactorily•

I do not remembtr about the Spanish American bOubles but I do~­
ber our zoning meetings. Thougb there were.alway 10_ diffamas of opuuon
they always turned out well for all of us With no one too badly hurt. And I
may add, this beautiful and wonderful bttle Valley has a1wa btm a
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aceful community as far as I know. And if at ~ome tim~ or in some
:r peace has been disturbed. il is not our Valley.m·general s fault. The
is strictly a personal matter. and soon blows over I am sure.

Even we Esterblooms have our somewhat heated differences. but I
assure you no one else is to blame but us. surely nOl our yalley. And
differences are seltled soon and Wilh forgiveness. understandl~g and love,
are soon forgotten, but a passerby mighl think we are qUite unpeaceful
the time.

Well. so much for lhat. Though I will not leave a stone unturned •
I have convinced everyone I know how very beloved and J?'!aceful our b
valley really is at this present time. and espeCIally al cerlam times of day.

And you should hear the many folks .who live here .. on ,~eturn~n~ ho
from trips or summer vacations. who say With great Slncenty, My, It IS g
to get home! Oh. yes, it was sort of nice to Ret away for a change and
new and different scenes. BUI oh. how much nicer it is to get home!"

And that is just the half of it I myself. who hardly ever leaves
Valley vicinity very far, am always extra happy to see lhe familiar faces
those who have been away. around again. I am much like the old mo
hen when all of her chicks are under her wings. I counl every single
here a loved friend, whelher 1 know them very well or nOlo And as I so oft
use a line or two of this good old song written by S. B. Silverwood in the y
1913 entitled. "I Love You. California." I will use the same line here at
time.

"I know when I die I shall breathe my last sigh in my own Beloved
Valley."

The song read "in my sunny California." And as our beloved Van
is in sunny California 1 guess il doesn't matter if I change a few words
my own pleasure.

, But here a~ain thi~ is my own idea, as no one really knows where tbef
w,ll breathe thm last SIgh. But come to think of it, since my husband Jo
has purchased some new property for us it could be that I do end up berit
afte~ all. 10 one of the lots he b?u~ht not too long ago in our beautiful me­
mon~1 park, Glen Abbey, whICh IS Just across the hill from our home and rig
here 10 our own Beloved Valley,

~hough I tell my frien,ds and 1 will tell you here, when this old
(that IS me) has outgrown lIS purpose and is tired and worn out and f
(though ~ am by no means 10 lh,at shape now I hope». do not expect
part that IS reany me to stay put, Just because a little dirt has been put on
of the old remams. For I shan spring up like a mushroom or an early .
flower most anywhere h~reab?uts, where 1 can still be a part of and k
of my beloved ones, theIr children and their children's children all of"w
I love so much I could never be separated from, ever. .

You see, I believe the Bible story of the resurrected eternal life w
love never separates itself from those they love "Beca I I'" h' L.. h II I' 1 .. . use Ive says t eyou 5 a Ive a so. And we all know how very h • L d I ....

d h L d II ' muc Our or OVcu
an t at our or aetna y died. as we know death ad' Tb t •. h' " , n rose agam. a
even ~n IStOry, JUst I~ case ~ou do. not happen to have the faith au sho
have I!, the seemIngly ImpoSSIble thmgs of the Bible h' h I b I' Y 'th
my mmd and heart to be truth. ' w Ie e Itve WI

-80-

And though the old
our life on this earth. JB Cbro
body that bves on forever an4 ev. t:IIoaIih
eye. Just as if a smog or fog as betweea the
for truth and understand _ dearly.

It·s very much like this A few days ago 1 had invited lIOIIIt frieD. oat
for lunch. We had planned a met paba luncheon•• I aprnally wanted .,
friends not only to feed their face. so to speak. hat to feast their eye abo 011
our beautiful view of valley and mountains. which 1 do love to show off every
chance I get.

Well, you know how it is sometimes. Oar piau are not always J1IIC
our plans. Someone higher than us has plans abo. And the day appeared a
smoggy. foggy mass the first thing in the morning of that day.

I must say 1 was tmly disappointed. though while 1 was busy tidymg
things up and preparing for my guests, 1 was~g and praymg for the nice
clear usually beautiful picture we have here on our patio porch.

But sad to say, the weather remained the same. So we ate on oar inltde
porch. while I apologized and made excuses for oar very unusual weather. (I
somewhat fibbed.)

One of my friends spoke up and said, "Never you mind the excuses. Gloria.
The way you have always described your precious view that we are missing
today has inspired us all the more to come again soon. when our luck is better
and our picture clear."

So you see what 1 mean. Until we have faith enough in what we are
told in the Bible of the eternal and spiritual life and are inspired enough to
come again and again searching-that is. desiring with all oar hearts to _
what is beyond the clouds or whatever obstructs oar view at first. we will never
know or see clearly how eternal life is possible.

And I do not mean in the least that anyone. including oar most learned.
can explain all their is to know about such things. 1 can only pass on to you
what I have the faith and desire to believe. which to my way of thinking IS
just what a loveable God. Heavenly Father and Lord would actually have
as His wonderful and superior plans for all of HIS creation

Well. here goes the phone again, so I'd bener go in and answer it quickly.
It may be the important call John was expecting this morning. though 1 would
love to spend every minute of this morning out bne in this wonderful san
shine. John had asked me to stay near the phone so 1 would be sure and not
miss hearing it. I could not ran the vacuum either. as it does make too much
noise if I am in the other end of the house to hear the phone. So I bad decided
about the only thing I could do. besides washing up the cJ!shes and sweeping
Out the kitchen which is wbne our one and only phone IS hooked up was
to go out on my favorite place and wnte. So that's just what thIS phone call
caught me doing.

ext week will be an extra busy one. so I will not be able to take m
pencils out for even an hour or two. Folks often ask me how I find the tune
to .write at all. So 1 explain it ~is way. 1!hicb is really and aet~y the truth
It IS my recreation. 1 love to wnt. It qUIets my hastl1llll' bastlmg. sometlDta
overtaxed nervous sy tem. Also 1 love all the thmg 1 wnte about and wish so
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much to share them with you ~nd my family, friends al?d everyone
to read about the simple, n~tural a.nd everyd~y be~utlful thIngs. of
general. so I just take the time to wnte. whl,ch IS at tImes!, very dt!flcul
inconvenient thing to do, so here you have ,t. I do not find the tunt I
take the time.

I have been takin~ care of two crippled ladies one day each a week
day and Friday. But I do not know how long I can keep this up as I
have a very lame back and lIiting a pallent does not help it any.

You should s,'e our patio yard this morning. Our Bermuda lawn
grows all over and around all of our trees here in this favorite east SIde
,heltered part of our yard has Just had a nice, neat mowing job. An
friend of our from :-'Iexico did the Job. He came over with a visiting
and is so anxious to help in any way he can while he is here on a visit, 10
lcr him do whatewr he sees that needs doing and that he wishes to do.

The first thing he went after was our neglected ncar the house groD
Then he painted our porch furniture, He found some left over cans of
in our storeroom. mixed them together with a lillie paint thinner. oil or what;.
eve~ he found suitable. resultin~ in a sort of lavenderish-fawn color pain!:>
whICh looks very well on what he has painted.

He first fixed all the broken chairs. He then painted them, along with
barrel or two hold109 pla,nts. my home made tea wagon which I had madt
w,th a baby buggy chaSSIS, an out·door table or two and the bird cage
whlC~. are seven parakeets ~elonging to Our grandchildren. Their parents d
not" 'sh to be bothered WIth them so ,Gramma fell heir to the job. I my
do not, car~ .for caged btrds. But the chIldren enJoy watching and feeding them
on thel( v,s,ts here so I keep them just for their pleasure.

I.asked Hernon (t~at is Our little Mexican friend's name) how he mack
the pamt go so far. H,s answer was. "No mind. me fix. Kerosene me put.
not too much. but some. 0,1 too. and other, I empty all cans, put togethet,
S~oreroom clean no~, ~o more can around. Plenty room on shelf." You
"ould almost take hIS lingo to be Chinese.

f ld ' Withh my Tlefht over black stove enamel he painted our two steel outd
o 109 c aIrS. ey look wonderf I I aI h .Id' h' " u . so ave a serving table I made from
:~e °bo;~;;;I~~ ~i~ r';~I:h:~S1S. w.lth a P~.wood top. He also painted bitt
also. You see man of' e se~mg mac tne part. So this looks wonderful
nature. that ";e hav: ke ~~~othlngs we have. around are of antique or junk
does wonders for these tId thi~~~ for one thtng Or another. So a paint Job,.

Hernon is a wonderful lillie
started coming here to Our COunt person to ha-:e around, I must say. He
fomians call it when a Mexica r'r wet-back fashIOn. This is what we Cali
or by permission. But Hernonn'n~ c.. comes under .the fence, and not legally
has done so now for some time Ii come~ over WIth a visiting permit, and
do everything in the legal pro' ernon IS very conscientious and wisha to'

per manner.

. Some t.ime ago he worked on OJ', . ,
I~ the LakeSide territory. He stayed t r san ack s ~anch tn Barona, wblch
smc~ our son Jack has passed a a Host a year WIth them at this time. And.
BonIta. Only his visits arc shor;::y, d etnon no,:" comes to our place here
before. And as Hernon and Jack wan a war WIth a visiting permit, as I A

ere great fiends, Hernon often speaks of t
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good tima tbq 'bad
"Mr. Jack:' (that III be.
thing.. Yea, mallT good tbinp
happy to bave Hernon bring ba4 our lOll- to 1# .1QIi1 ....:ay-;.

Hernon also kept our old Ford car dealied aacl IooJWig
new. And as we keep it parkid in the car port or sbeInJ oil _ ~ "'IIF.,\"""I
Also I bave come home from a job of nlll'8mg or~ often liNc1
to find good little Heman bad mopped my kitchen and also gtVm iU wu:~
So you can be sure I, for the most part mils Hernon very very ID1Idt.

We are now trying to help him become a atizen for that II what he wishes
very much to do. And as he is such a very trustworthy person I do hope he
can make it. So far, we haven't bttn able to get all the needed cash and mptre­
ments, 10 we haven't had a visit from Hemon for many months now While
he was here the last time he mentioned that he mOlt likely would be sent to
Yucatan. the place of his birth, for lOme IOrt of reference that TlJUaDa. his
temporary home could not supply. So I hope we will hear from him soon

. Well. who is this coming up our driveway just behind my husband.
lIttle old green 1949 Ford truck, both of them just in time for lunch wbich
I hadn't given a thought to as yet! I just do not know where the time goes.

The extra car produced something very unexpected and appreciated It
was our daughter Jean Ames. who lives three mila up the Valley Road She
had brought us a platter of freshly cooked fish. still bot and ready to eat
What a treat! And just in time! God bless her.

O.ne of their friends. Jim Williams, who had gone ftshing, shared his
l~ck WIth them. And Jean in tum is sharing her gift with us. She had to get
nght back as her husband Ed would be borne by this time wanring his meal
also.

. Our r~nch men come Iiome three times a day for meals. and often between
ttmes for dtfferent reasons. taking on a cup of coffee or lOme sort of snack at
the same time.

Jean is a good cook. And I do enjoy tbe fish the way she prepares and
cCl?ks it. She dips the pieces of cut up fish. with the skin on, unless it IS
SUItable for fillet. into beaten eggs first. then rolls it in cracker meal cornmeal
~nd flour mixed into which has been added salt and pepper to taste and fries
tn deep Crisco or bacon fat. We like the skin left on the fish always. as there
is where much of the good flavor coma from.

I served also fresh sliced tomatoes from Sam' stand and warmed up some
left over macaroni and cheese. and our son-in law, who came just in time on
some sort of business with John. stayed for luncb and said the dinner was
fit for a king. A far cry it was. too. from what I had planned ro ha for
John's lunch this busy moming. We also had apple pie for desRrt I
forgot to mention this. Another donation. and just in time.

Barbara Drew. who accompania John and blS viobn on the pianq at
our Friends' Church services. had baked John thIS nitt fresh apple pie for b
~irt~day, which was today, October !Oth, only we were not going ro celebrate
ttll tn tbe evening. However. we decIded to bave thel:o~or lunch as had
a niee big cake that our daughter Edla had baked and ted for the evenlDg
and birthday occasion.
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The Drews Kenny and Barbara, have a chicken raneb
h

in Sunny
, f h Th also have t ree won

here is wbere we get our ntCC res eggs. ir b 'parents the BrisP";
talented children, two boys and a daugb,ter, ar ara s ;"eans
oldtime Valley folks. though not as oldtlme as we are by any •

They bought Aunty Webber's old place on rhe hill in Sunnyside, and
modeled the old house quite a bit. They may even have torn tt do:wn

b
'1 I'm not sur" which it was of the two--remodel or build

Ul t a new one. ...
Aunty Webbet's place was a favorite place to go for Sun~ay dinIII

lbeing invited first. of course I. Th,s was wh~n I was around stxteen
of age and living with the D. " Williams fam,ly. Uncl~ and Aunty W
were no relation to the \\',\ham folks eIther. They were Just very good f
and were always known in the \'alley 100'mgly as Aunty and UncIe Web

The Williams family are also old time Valley folks and are well bo
and loved by the ever so many who have become acqu~inte~ with them th
the years. The Williams ranch is well kno,,:n for ,t~ CItrus ~roves and
for its nice fresh \'egetables whIch they grow 10 quantity at th,s present tIm.e!

John just came into the house to tell me he noticed a pile of new 1uml1cr:
cement and what have vou on the lot just across the road from us. And what
a surprise There is to be a house built there at last. Though I do feel
little sad about this. as it will cut one of my good and friendly neighbor's
view off completely. This lot had been vacant and up for sale now for
couple of years. Different ones had bought it. But no one seemed to be abl
to get a permit or contraeror to build the kind of house they wished on au
a small lot.

It has been three weeks now since I have had an opportunity to take
my paper and pen and wnre. Today I am across the Valley from our home
am staying WIth Mrs. Judge Burch's fathet. Mr. Diffin, for the morning w
the household is away. Mr. Diffin hasn't been well for some time now so it:
is best that someone stays here in the house with him just in case he' needs
something.

It is quiet and. beautiful over here among the oaks and pines. Tbii
property.was at one time. years ago. the property of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. All~
and famIly. Mrs. Allen was the late Ella B. Allen. for whom Bonita's n
eleme?tary sch,,?1 was named. This very dear little person. Mrs. Allen. loved
our \ alley and ',Is people. It was she. with the help of a gatdener. wbo plan
the oaks and ptnes and ot?er wonderful shrubs and trees that are on th
property now owned and hved on by the Judge Burches.

. ~he B~rches. who have built a new home here, have also added a n'
pat,o !n theu pnvate .va.rd where I may sit if I wish and write undistnr
That IS unless Mr. DIffin should need me and ring, I can hear his ring
~ell. from here. as I leav.e a door open from the house so I shall not miss bcu"
109 ,t. It was Mr. D'ffm and Mrs. Burch who gave me so much belp gettull
out my Beloved Valley story They did all m t . fAd
h I d b . Y ypmg or me. n

e pe me to get uyers for my book You .oe I d II '" I L __

d d II A
. ~ 0 a my wtltmg tn ongllllU

an 0 not type at a. nd before I can turn ,'n a rna " t be
Th" b" b f nusctlpt tt mus

IS IS a 'g JO or anyone who has to read m . , . B I ne
h f h Y wtltmg. ut am 0

t e ortunate ones w 0 have wonderful fr',end h d t.:_A·. S woo ever so man ......'"!
thoughtful. and wonderful thIngs for me and f f'l I Yor Our amt y a so.

The new home I spoke of some time ago that was bein built on
small lot across the street or road rather fro' gl _.. • _. . m us. IS now comp et"". IU
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of tbe houses arouad b@a:
are not too pleased WIth this~~~
are now almost bIdden behind
say is that the newcomers.em lib very -.Iii-By

Tbey have been in the new house now for about a WICk; 1."'*••:11.
they have three small children. I myself will go over when I mut
well settled. Also I will welcome them to our Valley with a at of briIht
holders that I crocheted out of rug yam and that I wish on IIIOIt cvcryoae I

Wbile I was over at the Burches the other day taking care of Mr DiffiD.
I looked througb the Burches' mtcresting magazmes. Among them on the
table was the latest copy of The American Heritage. I glanced through tbiI
interesting and informative book, coming to a page explaining what went
on during tbe days of the fight for women's rigbts. A. I uad further I Wal
somewbat surprised at the pictures, and also some of the methods the women
took of convincing tbe male public of a woman's rights

I wisb I had been old enough at that tinte to have taken part in this
campaigning process. For it would Dot bave taken me long to explain.in detail
that God himself. who created all mankind equal. gave us fcntales our first
women's right when the world was first created.

You will find this in the Holy Bible. the Book of Life. the Book we
sometimes place our bands OD in court as beinll all truth and nothing but the
truth. And in tbat Book you will find where God himself, who created every­
thing that has been created, including man and woman. or male and fCDl3le
gave all things a cooperative purpose. It was God who said there was to be
no respector of persons. not even with Hint. for He said neither male nor
female. nor black nor white. neither rich or poor. etc.

So if our government. which to my way of thinking is the very best of
governments. went tbrougb and stood for all that monkey business just to
give us women what was our legal rigbts in the first place. I am both pleased
and thankful they woke up to the fact that she wbo gives birth to the uations
should surely have a say in her own government. So that is that.

I had never paid much attention as to how. when or why w acquired
equal rights. except for the fact tbat I was born with that idea in my soul
and mind. And that it was a gift from my Creator who said H himself was
no respector of persons. giving to women equal rights as a birthnght m the
first place. as I said before.

I myself will admit right here though. that I am somewhat of a respector
of persons myself, though I do not mean to be. always. But when.it CC?mes
to my own family. special friends and all Sweetwater alley folks 1m habl
to have favorites among these loved ones. even though I know I should Dot
Of course. I believe certain things would alter the case too. somewhat.

I have a pile of scrapbooks of many Vallev and other events that I have
kept for years. as scrapbooks are really a bobby with m Bur what my
scraobooks hold ha, more to do w,th me keeping them than anythml! else In
explanation I might say a matter of love and s eet and happy memoncs. Corne
and look at them some time if you WIsh They wtll t II ou much about our
Valley's past and present doings

We Esrerblooms. and I might add I u ually speak mostly for m self
have thoroughly taken root here We had not mtended to sc1I all of oar fatm
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land at the time sold it. But the man that bought it wan~ aU
nd as I mentIOned before, it eemed the best thIDg to do at tb~ time

and dId need the money, And now, oh happy day~ our land IS baVck
aUbands of our own alley's promoters. So we here 10 Sweet~ater

forward to some very wonderful progress and changes here ID tbe not
off future.

I guess I will take my cup of c?ffee and d~h ~f cereal out on our
east side porch this nie< sunnv morntng. Our. vIew IS clear and beautifld
both Valley and surrounding. mountainS and ~!lIs. And 1 can bear you
"Here she goes again-birds In the bird bath.

Well, this time someone new has come on the horizon. thougb the
canaries haye taken owr Just now. Our newcomer, a clumsy old road­
sits on a post, awaiting his turn at the feeders and water dish. Strange It IS,

Road-runners usually chase away all smaller birds, but this one. believe It
not. has manners. He is just sitting there on the post making an odd
noise. It could be that he is complaining and trying to hurry the P'IOl:a!1i1';
of the other birds. I am not vet familiar with all the habits and Ian
of my fellow nature creatures. though I do enjoy their goings-on very
These outdoor noises I call my theme song, while 1 do my writing.

We have just received a letter from our little Mexican friend H
He is not having much luck yet with his papers of admission. Seems be can
a permit to work or visit, but he wishes to live over here as a citizen, so
will still keep trying he says. He gets someone to write his letters for him
h.. cannot read. write or speak very much English. Though he studies all
time. h~ says. So perhaps this is one and the main reason why be is no a
to qualify for that particular kind of admission just yel. Knowing Hernon all
how patient and perse\'enng he is, I am sure he will win OUt in the end. I
so.

..He brought hIS father to visit us last year when he himself was here
a VISI!: and tho~gh we could not understand Hernon's father, as he also
very 1I~t1e English. we dId have a nice visit via the sign language• .lad
what httle each understood from the other.

Hernon spoke of bringing his mother over here for a visit also, tho
be has not done so yet.

Hern,?n is now down in '(ucatan. his birthplace, still trying to getkPCrs he IS so fondly ~nd anxIously hoping for. We also found out w
ernon was here on hIS last visit that he is not a Mexican at .111 tbiH!l~J

:~t~~r h~dStp~~~:hhta~de wh.as·
f

Hhe isM~alf M!a Indian and half Span'isb.
IS at er 1.1 IndIan HIS' fath' 't l'gbtcomplexion and looks mu h l'k A . er IS qUI e I

is the rather dark c I c. I e an men.can.. Hernon favors his mother
Indian. omp eXlOn. though he IS qUIet and quick of action like

Well. he.. we are again OUt on f .
very dear friends. Mr. and Mrs Br Our aVJnte .porch. John and I and
sit till the sun goes down and 'th own. e WIll have supper out here
full-moonlight night. We will site hoon bom.es ~p,. for another nice
as we older folks have to watch OUt ere, t ht IS, If I! doesn't get too
SIan our old aches and pains goinsomeTw

h
at that We do not ger chilled

sweaters on. g. ough I guess we could put
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JlIIt 1IOW·"1Ibf'tiiitioolr...
is extra clear ~,
could hardly do jaI'tice.. -aiPiii
our east view is jut DOW, .. the IUD drli»PI!iialr:liJW" lIiMl

T~ly our God is a DIOIt ardeat and gIonoa artiIt. Pat..-e
ever pamt a picture to equal this oue in front of 1& Aad God --""-~,.,
so generous. sharing His art with UI. I take thea IJeanrifuJ d"
pietu~ as His valentines to 111 here on earth. His tobn of~tbat.....llEu...l!I'fi..
unnotIced by many, surrounds 111 aU of the time.

We bave just (mished eating. Our supper w.. light. I bad openN
couple of cans of Snow's clam chowder. wbich is. by the way the on1 camaJ
c1a!D cho.wder we I.ike. It bas just the right clam flavor for UI. The'Bnnru
enjoyed It too. I Just add three full cups of milk and a lump of b tter _
heat. That's all there is to it. W~ have cracIters. bot biscnits and ;n
n~mon rolls or toast with it. Touight we bad cracIters. and cinua~ :u.
With our coffee later. We also had a dish of stewed dried prunes just becaua
I.had enough for the four of us and I believed they are good for what -:......
ad us. _"

Here.I am a week later. I just got home from our Sweetwater Woman.
Club fashIon show. And what a good time we had. Yes, believe it or not.
we have some very beautiful and stream-lined women in our club. some of
whom were our models. Aud what an audience we had. besides our members.

• You see, our club puts on tbese fashion shows once a year. The plOl:eeds
go IDto our scholarsbip fund, wbich we feel is very worth wbile. This year
the theme of our sbow was "Oriental Overture." Our clubroom was decorated
throughout in oriental fashion, including oriental wall murals.. A brunch
was served on our brick patio at eleven A.M., just before our show wbich _
to take place at one 0'clock.

Delicious and dainty sandwiches were served with a fruit cup made with
watermelon and cantaloupe balls, and a very nice cup cake and coffee, rea or
punch for beverage.

The melon balls were locally raised on our sou's land and came from our
son's fruit stand. I suppose others supplied melons aIIo.

Some time ago, Molly Gassaway called me on the phone. "Gloria. do you
suppose we could get some of Sam's melons? I need both cantaloupe and water­
melon. They are to be used for our fashion show brunch:'

Said I. "Why Molly. I thougb the fashiou show was not to be for a
month or so yer. But of course you are welcome to depend on us for melODI.
and I hope they will be good by that time. You know it will be a little late
in the season."

But our Molly knew ber business. She said, "I'll fix that. and soon. Can
you get me the melons tomorrow?"

"Sure," I said, "but •• :' and before I could ~y more she informed me
that she was going to spoou them in balls, put them m cartoDI and keep them
in her deep freeze till needed.

And I want to tell you they were delicious, I truly enjoyed my cap of
them. (And put lOme in my deep freeze for us aIIo.) And It -.ned _

-87-



to have some of our home grown melons to offer. not only our Valley
but our out of town guests as well. And Arline and Sammy. our youug
who have the stand at this time were more than happy to supply the
Perhaps the Wiessers and Williams provided melons from their patdHlr

Our very charming President. Lila Knibbs. started the display by ID
ducing the chairman. Mrs. Charles Smith. who did a beautiful job of d
the fashion show. You yourself would have to attend our fashion show
display of lovely clothes to really appreciate the show as a whole. deco
entertainment and introduction to some very lovely and new creatlona
women's clothing. I am not good at describing a fashion show myself.

The meeting with friends and the fellowship we have is enjoyable to
And as many of us see each other on week days in our every day assort
of clothes suitable for country life such as Capri slacks. Bermuda shorts.
pushers. overalls, with smocks or blouses, it is alway nice to see our
in their best clothes. And it takes an affair such as a fashion show to
give one the whatever you call it to dress up especially.

Even I made some sort of effort to look my best. though my simple I
from Mode O'Day in Chula Vista was a far cry from my fairer club lIIIterlf
~lothes Some came in oriental costume. though this was optional. And though
It was October 15th, the day was almost like a day in July. And I was ndC
the only one who noticed the heat by the way the fans were going.

W~ had a door prize and a taffle as we usually do on such occasi
And deliCIOUS home made cookies were sold at the door for twenty-five
a dozen. I bought four dozen mixed from the very nicest of them and t
them h.ome t~ my family: who enjoyed them no end. Imagine making ev
the plalDest klDd of cookies for twenty-five cents a dozen. Oh, well. I guellt
thiS was bargalD day for the lucky ones who came out our way that day.

.•Today I am making wat~rmelon. rind pickles. spiced and preserves. We
enJO) t~em and they make DIce Chnstmas gifts. The only difficulty is to'
hnd nClghbors ~ho have time to come for the hearts of the watermelon. t
know It sounds silly. Y~u would think anyone would enjoy watermelon hearl&
~ut you would be ~utp~lsed how few care to come after it. And I haven't the
lime myself to deltver It.

. d ~ made up my own recipe this year and instead of using lime to crisp
nn ~sed salt and water. And instead of stick cinnamon I used red boCiij.
!hattves my watermelon rind a nice red color without using artificial cokif..
In!l'h veryone who tastes them says they are delicious. So I am real pi
WI! my adventure.

This afternoon I am going t .. h' .I have baby sat w'th . 0 VISIt some c .,Idren here ID the Valley that:
h . I 10 past years. I am looklDg forward to this visit

~~~s. dU~~~~ :~Iicho~i:.a~ong '1lhberel~n.Sw~etwater yalley for at I~t 0
ey w, e IVlOg In Impenal Valley, California.

I arrived at the Lyons' hom . t b f V'
~rom school. Their dog wasn't :c1,uha e ore Icky. the. youngest: came
Into my car till the child got off th bPPY a~ my IOtruslon so I Jumped b
which all three of us got along fine ~hiks ~n I ckmci along-si~e my car A
yard and won~erful grape stake fence th Nt 00 e over their lovely
up around theIr patio for privacy. at r. Lyons and son Bruce had
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I hadIl't beita OYer t'biI ,~~=~had grown to iD)DIftIIt Jieigbt. iii
Bruce and Charlotte, the oI&r two
had a nice visit.

I went over apin a few days btu and scayecl with the cIIiI II
of holUl in the evening. And again we bad an enjoyable ame.. .-.:.~...~
Lyons. e;ame home then. and we all visited over bow.. of~ _
Our VISIt was more than Just a lot of small talk. Undemeath each -_...
other would be missed among the familiar facea here m the ValIer fot at
two yean.

It was nice to know they were not leaving oar alley for good aacl
they are n~t selling t~ home They hope to rmt It to folb who will IRJOf
and appreaate such a nace house and woodsy I1InOIIIIdings.

Today is October 28th. Halloween is Just aI01IIId the comer So as
w~ will be getting the trick-or-treat stuff on hand to pall oat as the aobIia
chaldren come along.

~ince our hill.is so built up we haft quite a few of these nice young 'I'lIIlOa
on track-~r-treat. naght. And oftm a group of goblins from other parts of oar
Valley fmd their way to our house allO.

I usually ask the goblin children to siug us a long. This they alwa 110
gladll." I love to hear their sweet young voices singmg on different IneIs of
untrained melody.

Last year when I ran out of cookies. fruit and candy, I bad a Jar ofpaul
I passed out. This year the penuies will go to a milk fund m connectton with
the United Fund I am told. Just imagine a child going without milk when
have such a surt>lus around here. So I wish I had a million pennies to 11ft thiI
worthVcause. Though I am told that evm one penny goes qUite a wa towanll
the milk fund. I am sure the children will mJOY giving up their penn... as they
have been taught hoth at home and at school to share with others.

Yesterday Gloria, a grandaughter. came for anythmg I bad m canned
goods. I am not sure where they were going. but I know bow bapp one fnIa
when we have something we can share With someone ebe.

Well. look who is here! My husband's brother, rvid. He bad P-ed
yesterday and asked me when I was coming for the oli_ We bad COIIIp8II
most of the day so I did not go for them. ow here he IS with a crock aDd
also a large jar full.

You _. we have two large oIift trees on our small ranch that
a good crop of oli_ every year. I DIed to cure them m f -g the
that is in our Sweetwater Woman's Club cook book. gaven and wrtttelI tbatia
by the late Ella B. Allm. who at that tune was heft. aI_ and WIth at chait
meeting. She DIed this recipe herself and cured the oIi from their rancb
year herself. She also made wonderful pcaena from the puacapple _1911.....-
"faJooa"-(I gu I spelled it right). This fruit abo came from the
ranch.

And now on our own place. as our children are not home to do
ing, our brother Arvtd both pick and Cllftl our 011 for balE 1_
thankful he does as this JOb IS qUite a chore 01 do -u heft and
enough to share WIth our famil and _ friends bo ftIJOY IarriDI them
the Thanksgiving and Cbnstmas dinnen.
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And speaking of Christmas and holiday food. I have been busr
more watermelon rind pickles. So far I hav~ put up ab~ut forty five
These I pass around among our family and fr.ends who enjoy watermelon
pickles.

At this time of year the watermelon ~ms to ha~e a t~icker rind
earlier in the season. So at this time [ find It just the nght time to make ~
pickles. [have had a few orders for them ~Iso. So I. have ~Id some. But
usually I make them just for ourselves and gifts for hohday dmners.

Here is my recipe in case you wish to make some yourself; Cut
melon rind in desired pieces. leaving just a little of the red part. Soak m salt
and water to cover eighl hours or over night. Solution one tablespoon salt.
one quart water. Drain next morning and wash well under faucet. ~
sprinkle this mixture over them: three cups sugar to three te.aspoons ~wdered'
ll:inger. ~llix around gently wilh wood spoon. Let stand till syrup IS .ready
To eight pints of rind. measured after salting process. use one quart vinegar.
four cups sugar or honey. two teasooons whole cloves and three quarters to one­
Clip cinnamon red hots. Bring Ihis to a boil .and boil twenty minu~es.. Add
rind and liquid that has formed from the ginger sugar process, ball fifteen
minutes more. Take off and set away for eight hours or over night. Then boil
again till melon rind is tender and clear but not squashy. Put in sterile jars
and seal at once. Pint jars are best for this [ find, and the wide mouth ones
are preferred. or any Jar of pint size that is nice shaped for gifts can be used
if it can be sealed. These pickles are rich in flavor. so not everyone likes them.
However. I never have any of Ollrs left over after the holidays.

Last e"eninl! John and I attended a reception given in honor of our Valley
neighbors. the Whelans. Mr. Whelan. who had been one of San Diego's promi"­
nent lawyers for many years, has now been appointed Judge.

The reception took place at our Sweetwater Woman's Clubhouse here in
Sweetwater Valley. and was well attended. It was nice to meet and visit with
folks we do not have the privilege of seeing often. So we did have a nice time.
The food was wonderful. the beverage according to your own taste.

[ have noticed now for some time that with parties such as these when
there is a full house. our club parking grounds are much too small. Folks have
to Dark down the road a ways in two different directions. So as much as we.
will hate to cut down some of our Eucalyptus trees. I suppose there is notbing
els~ w~ caD do. ~e do need more parking space, that is for sure. However
thIS w,lI be a deCISIon for our club as a whole. and not for me alone to decide.

By. the way, you will remember I had a petition to have signed by our
Valley (llIZens about a week ago. That is. for the ones who do not wiah to
have a ".and and gravel pit pr?ject here in Sweetwater Valley. this beloved
communIty you have been reading about here in my book.

Mo~t of us here know that we ha-:-e had ideals and plans for our growing
commuDl~y for years. And we. feel thIS SOrt of enterprise would disturb our
coun.try hfe, health, peace of mind and safety on our roads. as well as diarupt
the Ideals and plans we now have for the good of our Valley as a whole.
After ~II .. we are )ust protecting our home, so to speak, when we protect our
Valley s Int~r~ts In general. So I say. though I am only a very small voice in
the ~alter, It IS. not strange that we here in Sweetwater Valley should object
to thiS sort of dtsturbance. nuisance or whatever you could call it.
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Tonigf2t.~~~~~Many of the

petition But fOil ~~~~~~bickermg nor atgwRent. a few
comments And the niaJ ~Jem
of the Valley and situabon of the JIIOPCI*d gr.mI aliRll'iiiiil1

We were instructed to appear at the cmc <:eater fIl·8iIi1tJ:iJiIIIld
our cue. wbich we hope will help 111 to _ the fight or _1iQI~
having to protect our Beloved Valley s bat mtaarl. of..
all bope not to offend anyone. Just hope to _ them over to a rili"_~..~~
as I see it. So bere is hoping we do.

And soon now will be a plan to orgaDIU a defiDite Board to --lilt
and inform us of any future disturbin!! enterpriRI that would spait
preserve our ideals and plans and way of life here m the COUIItry -;:.1iidxNd:!h.;;t:h;~
to bave any long. drawn out argumentative meetings. which • yet we. haw W
very few of in the past. But our Valley popu)ataon is growmg ,.. aad
Straws tbere are more voices and differences of opmion to be beard. So a cIdi­
nite Planning Board would help much I believe.

Some say just the ~en should deal m these ma~ers. But I feel It
be the interest of the family as a whole. Even our children sboaId be lIIfoemed
as to wbat Roes on. for after all. they will in time take over where _ will haw
to leave off.

And now 1 must end this last and extra long chapter a1~ it II hard
for me not to keep writing about all the things tbat will be taking piau hae
in tbe future.

And I could go on and on wntln~ ot the wonderful~ in nature at
this time of year. Our view of mountams. bills ~~ Valley II atra clear thea
autumn days. And rigbt here on our porch the Vuguua-creeper vme that _
our fireplace chimney is now turning wonderful soft shades of ydlo piaJc
and reds. And our California holly ~es too. that grow here on ~~I
rancb. are all red and Christmasy letting us all know how very dOle 1 ___

giving and Christmas really are.

I just love tbis time of year Especia1Iy now that I bave learned to SUIIpIitr
and enjoy all of our holidays in a more satisf~ory way. CIt toom~
and rush. And not too much ext~a preparatIOn of meals. e JIIIt a
wonderful time with family and fnends around much of the bIDe

Ob. yes. we do have '!ery good and ve~ large~~li~.r
teamed to prepare them eaSIer t!Jan I used to m.~ g. much enjoyed
all have more time for fellowship and the food .. Just

A for presents and Cbris!mas buy~g lltart ~~~coupIeof':-
tbnein advance. and as our house IS old fasbthelODgiftsed I ba to gtVe.

bedrooms so here is my place to store
• eraI. that I st-Id

Also I plan for the gifts I 0 to the :::::0: it _ be a
give too. and lay aside funds Thefor thCh~that a1s and other gifts. oa
donation. I feel it all helps
what I mean. madR

Also I mak preserves. potbe ho:;n.:1::r~ ..,fIts
bave time. So Christmas can a m
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wonderful meaning. Or it can be one mad rush as it sometimes was for
the past. ow I plan for Christmas all the year around with a little extra
Olristmas actually is bere.

And now as I end my chapter. it is with an invitation to our Got
Wedding party, six yrars in advance. just to give you time to decide w
or not you care to attend such a party. in such a place or community, and WI
such folks as you have read about in and throughout this book.

And as John and I grew up here in Sweetwater Valley, met and .m;~~~:
here. and our wedding party was held in the former Sweetwater Woman's On&­
house. and our many friends and most of our family live in this part of Cali
fornia. is it not fitting that we should have our Golden Wedding party here in
our Beloved Sweetwater \'alley and in our clubhouse also?

And incidentally. our prayers. petitions and hopes were realized toda
when a crowded room of \'alley citizens heard the final and good news 0
our Vallev's many years of ideals and plans. There will be no gravel pit
operations here in this beloved and protected home of ours, Sweetwater Valley
-Bonita and Sunnyside inclusive.

And here is your in"itation:

You are cordially invited to attend the Golden Wedding of John a,nd
Gloria Esterbloom of 3509 Willow Road. Bonita. California, on Marcb the
12th. 1965. This celebration will be held in our Sweetwater Woman's Com­
munity Clubhouse here in Sweetwater Valley.

Yes. I know lots of changes could affect our Golden Wedding p
But Just te:' ler you kno~ I have great faith. and as I have shared with you
years. I WIsh to share wllh you also our Golden Wedding. That is. unless tht
O!,e whose plans are far above and greater than our own should plan it other­
wIse.

Be seeing you.
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OLD RED BARN

Sing to the square dance tune Turkey In the Straw.

I

Old Sweetwater Valley is a nice httle place
And its now gettmg ready for a change of face
So the Old Red Bam used and loved so long
Must now come down, so w Slng this song.

(Chorus)
Sad it will be when we cannot
The Old Red Bam where It used to be
So we'll sing and dance. and all be ga
In remembrance of our form r da

It

Yes. the ne for the old is aI a good
And we must have the ground here the old barn atood.
And the Old Red Bam ill be misled of count

But a new Shopping Center will all ndorsr
(Cbol'lll)

THE




